
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear clients, 

 

in the fight against viral disease Covid-19, on March 25th 2020 the National Council of the 

Slovak Republic passed, in an urgent (shortened) legislative procedure, Act No. 62/2020 Coll. 

on certain emergency measures in relation to the spread of dangerous contagious human disease 

Covid-19 and in the judiciary and amending certain acts (hereinafter the „Covid-19 Act“), 

which entered into force on March 27th 2020. 

 

The Covid-19 Act introduces a number of emergency measures relevant to the spread of 

Covid-19 and related emergency situation and state of emergency that are declared for the 

territory of the Slovak Republic. Hereby, we would like to summarize the most important 

changes introduced into the Slovak legal system with immediate effect by this new legislation: 

 

 

1. Temporary limitation of running of time periods and return of time periods 

 

Pursuant to the Covid-19 Act, from March 27th to April 30th 2020, there is no running of 

limitation periods (In Slovak: premlčacie lehoty) and preclusion periods (In Slovak: prekluzívne 

lehoty) in private-law relationships – i.e legal relationships arising pursuant to private law 

regulations, in particular the Civil Code and the Commercial Code.  

 

As a result of the aforementioned, all limitation and preclusion periods in legal relationships 

governed by Slovak law shall expire 34 days later (if the period set by the Covid-19 Act will 

not be extended repeatedly), which will have to be taken into account for the next several years 

when calculating the limitation and preclusion periods.  

 

At the same time, under the Covid-19 Act, the limitation and preclusion periods which have 

expired between March 12th 2020 (after the declaration of the emergency situation for the 

territory of the Slovak Republic) and March 27th 2020 shall not expire earlier than 30 days after 

the entry of Covid-19 Act into force (i.e. April 27th 2020). 

 

The legislator thus de facto renews the already expired legal periods, which may in certain cases 

have a significant impact on the legal relations of concerned persons. Despite likely a good 

intention of the legislator, this legislation causes undoubtedly an infringement of the legal 

certainty of a certain group of concerned persons with consequences which are difficult to 

estimate. 

 

 



 
 

 

2. Temporary limitation of procedural time periods 

 

Under the Covid-19 Act, from March 27th 2020 until April 30th 2020 the procedural periods 

set by the law or determined by the court for carrying out of a procedural act in proceedings 

before a court by parties of a proceedings do not run (a special regime applies for criminal 

proceedings). 

 

In the event that a case cannot be postponed for reasons of threat to life, health, safety, liberty 

or substantial damage to a party of the proceedings, the court may determine that such limitation 

of the running of a period shall not apply and at the same time set a new reasonable time limit. 

An appeal against such resolution of the court shall not be possible. 

 

Among other things, the above limitation shall apply also with respect to appeal periods in court 

proceedings, which will cause delays in entering of court decisions into effect. It is also not yet 

clear, how shall the new legislation apply to enforcement (execution) and bankruptcy 

proceedings, where it will be necessary to observe, how will the decision-making practice of 

the courts or eventually the Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic deal with this issue when 

interpreting the Covid-19 Act. 

 

 

3. Conduct of court hearings in times of emergency situation and state of emergency 

 

The Covid-19 Act sets out, that in times of emergency situation or state of emergency shall the 

courts conduct all forms of court hearings only in the necessary extent (especially in criminal 

cases and in cases of custody and care for minors). 

 

It will also be possible, during emergency situation or state of emergency, to exclude the public 

from court hearings for a reason of protection of health. The court will be obliged to execute 

and make publicly available a sound recording of such hearing. 

 

 

4. Temporary prohibition of the exercise of pledge and refraining from conducting of 

an auction 

 

Pursuant to the Covid-19 Act, in the period up to April 30th 2020 a right of pledge cannot be 

exercised and auctioneer, court enforcer and trustee are up to April 30th 2020 obliged to refrain 

from conducting of an auction, organizing of a bidding proceedings or other competitive 

process leading to sale of property. 

 

A consequence for the breach of these provisions is that acts leading to the exercise of a pledge 

right in the relevant period will be ineffective and auctions carried out in the relevant period 

will be invalid. From the point of view of creditors, it will therefore be necessary to proceed 



 
 

 

with enforcing their claims in this period in such manner that the validity of their actions in this 

respect cannot be contested by the debtor and/or third parties in the future. 

 

It is also noteworthy that the Covid-19 Act did not prohibit other methods of sale of assets in 

bankruptcy proceedings declared against the property of the debtor, therefore such sale is still, 

according to our opinion, permissible. 

 

 

5. Extension of the deadline for filing of petition in bankruptcy by debtor 

 

Pursuant to the Covid-19 Act, the period in which a debtor is obliged to file a petition in 

bankruptcy over its property is extended from 30 to 60 days. This adjustment is applicable to 

over-indebtedness of a debtor that occurred between March 12th 2020 and April 30th 2020. 

 

 

6. Enabling of per rollam decision-making for legal persons of private law 

 

Collective bodies of legal persons established under regulations of civil law or commercial law 

(companies, cooperative societies, civil associations, foundations, etc.) may, under Covid-19 

Act, in times of emergency situation or state of emergency make their decision per rollam, even 

if such possibility is not stipulated in their internal regulations, statutes or articles of association. 

 

The provisions on voting at a general meeting of a public joint-stock company shall apply 

mutatis mutandis on such decisions of company bodies. Failure to comply with the legal rules 

during voting or failure to fulfil the requirements of subsequent corporate documentation may 

still cause invalidity of the decisions taken by company bodies. 

 

 

7. Exemption from the registration obligation in the Register of the partners of the 

public sector in public procurement 

 

The Covid-19 Act provided for an exemption from the obligation of registration in the Register 

of the partners of the public sector in public procurement during the emergency situation or 

state of emergency for procurement of goods (such as protective face masks, respirators, test 

kits, etc.) and services (or construction works), if these serve the purpose of ensuring the 

protection of life and health. 

 

 

8. Provision of localization and other data to the Public Health Authority of the Slovak 

Republic 

 

In times of emergency situation or state of emergency in the healthcare sector, which are caused 

by the occurrence of a pandemic or the spread of a dangerous contagious human disease, the 



 
 

 

Public Health Authority of the Slovak Republic will be able to obtain location data and so-called 

operational data generated by electronic communications from the mobile operators for the 

purposes of protection of life and health of the population. 

 

The mobile operators will provide these data to the Public Health Authority of the Slovak 

Republic only on the basis of justified written requests. The Public Health Authority of Slovak 

Republic will be able to collect, process and store these data only for the duration of the 

emergency situation or state of emergency in the healthcare sector, but not longer than up to 

December 31st 2020. The purpose for processing of these data is the early identification of 

potential carriers of the disease and prevention of its further spreading. 

 

 

 

Part of the abovementioned measures is designed to be applied only in case of emergency 

situation or state of emergency, in accordance with the applicable legislation (as is currently the 

case for coronavirus and Covid-19 disease). 

 

The other measures are of a temporary nature (to be applied until April 30th 2020), and their 

petitioner, the Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic, does not exclude their further 

prolongation. Therefore, it will be crucial to monitor the activities of the Ministry and the entire 

legislative process in order to be prepared for any upcoming changes in time. 

 

 

We are available to answer any questions. 

 

 

With regards, 

 

 

BBH advokátska kancelária, s.r.o. 

 

 

 

In Bratislava, on March 30th 2020 


